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Ethnicity vs Racial Difference 
 The traditional definition  related to biological and 

sociological factors respectively.  

 Race  a person's physical appearance, such as skin 
color, eye color, hair color, bone/jaw structure etc.  

 Ethnicity  relates to cultural factors such as 
nationality, culture, ancestry, language and beliefs.  



The Caucasian race  
"light skin and eyes, narrow noses, and thin lips. Their hair is 

usually straight or wavy" 

 have the lowest degree of projection of the alveolar bones 
which contain the teeth, a notable size prominence of the 
cranium and forehead region, and a projection of the 
midfacial region (M. A. MacConaill) 

 

Ethnicities within the Caucasian race: e.g. Irish, Welsh, German, French, 
Slovak etc.  

 What differentiates these ethnic groups from each other is their 
country of origin, language they speak, cultural heritage and traditions, 
beliefs and rituals.  



 49,206,934 Germans  

 41,284,752 AA 

 35,523,082 Irish 

 31,789,483 Mexican 

 26,923,091 English  

 19,911,467 Americans 

 17,558,598 Italian 

 9,739,653 Polish 

 9,136,092 French  



Definitions for New Race and Ethnicity 
Categories 
Data taken from: 

http://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/reic/definitions.asp 

 

Hispanic or Latino  

 A person of Cuban, Mexican, Puerto Rican, South or 
Central American, or other Spanish culture or origin, 
regardless of race. 



 Black or African American  
 A person having origins in any of the black racial groups of Africa. 
 
 White  
 A person having origins in any of the original peoples of Europe, the 

Middle East, or North Africa. 
 
 American Indian or Alaska Native  
 A person having origins in any of the original peoples of North and 

South America (including Central America) who maintains cultural 
identification through tribal affiliation or community attachment. 
 
 



 Asian  

 A person having origins in any of the original peoples 
of the Far East, Southeast Asia, or the Indian 
Subcontinent, including, for example, Cambodia, 
China, India, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Pakistan, the 
Philippine Islands, Thailand, and Vietnam. 

 

 Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander  

 A person having origins in any of the original peoples 
of Hawaii, Guam, Samoa, or other Pacific Islands. 



What does American look like? 
  



The Changing Faces of America 

http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2013/10/changing-faces/funderburg-text 





Terms to understand further 
 First Generation – Second Generation – Third 

Generation 

 Bicultural 

 Hybridity and Cultural Hybridity 

 Third Culture Kids (terms in the 50’s) 

 Transculturation  merging and converging culture 



 Data on race distribution in the U.S. 

 http://kff.org/other/state-indicator/distribution-by-
raceethnicity/ 

 More on Racial changing in the U.S. 

 http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC28826
88/ 

 


